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sentatives of the people, and it is now
for us to take the responsibility of saying
whether it shall be carried out or not. I
can ouly trust that hon. members will see
their way to assent to this Bill, and thus
give relief to thousnnds of people upon
our goldfields, who are in need of it. Sir,
I move that this Bill be now read & second
time.

TueHon.S.H. PARKER: Thavebeen
requested to move that the debate be
adjourned until this day week. Hon.
members are aware that a great responsi-
bility attaches to them, mot only on
account of the goldfields, but in regard to
the colony at large ; and they feel it would
be almost indecent for them to pass such
a measure as this at one sitting, even if
they were inclined to do so. They feel
that they should have time to read, mark,
and digest the admirable speech which
has Leen addressed to them this evening
by the Hon. Mivister for Mines. Inthese
eircumstances I move that the debate be
adjourned until this day week.

Motion put and passed.

Debate adjourned accordingly.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House at 845 o'clock, pan., ad-
journed until Wednesday, 19th August,
1896, at 4-30 o’clock, p.m.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Bridges over Railway.

Teqislntive RBssembip,
Thursday, 15th August, 1896,

Question: Condition of North Fremautte Road Bridge
—-Motiun : Joint Committee on Bridges over Railway
in Perth—=DMarried Women's Property Act Amend-
ment Bill: first reading— Transfer of Lund Act
Awmendment Bill: first reading—Constitation Act
Amendment {Re-distribution of Seats) Bill: re-
committed—Streets and Ronds (Greemmmount and
Liprhle Bar) Clesure Bill: second reading—Federt
Council Reference Bill: second reanding; in com-
wittee—Adjourniment,

Tae SPEAKER took the chair at
4:30 o’clock, p.m.

PrAvYERs.

QUESTION—CONDITION OF NORTH
FREMANITLE ROAD BRIDGE,

Mr. MOSS, in accordance with notice,
agked the Director of Public Works,—
{1.) Whether the Government were aware
of the condition of the traftic bridge over
the Swan River at North Fremantle ;
(2.) Whether the Government had re-
cently had a report from any of their
engineers as to the safety for traffic of
the said Dridge; (3.) Whether the
Government intended laving such report
(if any} on the Table of the House; {3.)
If a report had not been recently obtained,
whether the Government would instruct
an engineer emploved by the department
to make o survey of the bridge, so that
the public safety might not be endangered.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied :—
(1.} The Government have no information
whatever leading it to doubt the stability
of the North Fremantle Road Bridge.
(2.) The lust report is dated 17th April,
1895. (3.} It wasnot intended to lay the
report on the table of the House, but
for the hon. member’s information. I
will, with permission, lay copies of reports
received on the subject since 11th Feb-
ruary, 1893. (4.) A further survey and
inspection of the bridge will he made
forthwith.

MOTLON—JOINT COMMITTEE ON
BRIDGES OVER RAILWAY
IN PERTH.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RATI-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse), in necord-
anee with notitee, moved * That, in the
opinien of this House, the time hasarrived
when one or more dray-bridges over
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the railway lines must be substituted
for the level-crossings at William
Street and Melbourne Road, in ihe
city of Perth; and that, as the sub-
ject is a very large and most important
one, inveolving the consideration of a
number of possible alternatives, and the
effect which same would have on existing
interests, it is desirable that it should
be veferred to a joint select committee
of both Houses of Parliament.” He
pointed ont that, owing to the increase in
railway traflic, and the extension of rail-
ways connecting with Perth, as well as
the new public buildings, it was necessary
that some provision should be made for
bridging the level-crossings at William
Street and Melbourne Road. The increas-
ing traffic pointed to the necessity of
bridging these thoroughfares, which were
used so much as level-crossings, for the
public convenience ; and the question
was one which should receive the con-
sideration of the House. The Govern-
ment desired that, in order to enuble them
to arrive at some decision as to whut
should be done in the matter, a joint
committee of both Houses should meet to
decide as to the best method of either
bridging these streets or providing such
other means as would make the level-cross-
ings safe. The provision made for greater
safety at the crossing of Willilam Strect
wag a foot-bridge for passengers, but as
the Government had made no provision
for vehicular traffic, with the exception
of the Beaufort Street Bridge, and as the
vehicular trafic was becoming very great,
especially at the William Street crossing,
the Government desired to provide for
it also. This increase pointed to the
necessity of immediately toking some
steps to protect those who were daily
using these crossings. Tt was hardly
necessary for him to dwell on the subject,
for the reason that it was so evident the
crossings should receive some attention
with @ view to making the passenger and
vehicular traffic convenient and safe.
Me. ILLINGWORTH said the motion
involved important considerations. He
had previously called attention in this
House to the fact that the Government
were making a mistake in placing the
Perth markets in their present position,
and he thought the Government would
now be prepared to admit it was a
mistake, and that both the building and
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the land were ulready required for rail-
way purposes. A good deal of the traffic
from Fremantle would require to stop
on the west side of Willinm Street, and
the station accommodation should he
fitted for that purpose. He had also, us
Ministers would remember, called special
attention to the fact that there was an
absolutely struight line available from
Subiaco to Bayswater, and that it would
be wise on the part of the Government
to construct an additional line of railway
along that cowrse for the purpose of
carrying the great bulk of the heavy
traffic which now passed through the city.
In comnection with that sugpestion the
Government might, ut very little cost,
establish a most valuable thing for the
city of Perth, nunely, u cireulur railway,
beginming at Perth, passing through
Leederville round the north part of the
¢ity into Bayswater, and veturning. This
route, with a single Line of rails, would
take the heavy trafic frowm Guildford
past Perth, instead of through the bottle-
neck arrangement which had been estab-
lished in consequence of the necessity of
bringing the railway into the city. A
large amount of the traffic which wasnow
dangerous to passengers and dangerous to
the locomotion of the city could be passed
awayv outside the city, and the present
line would be greatly relieved. If they
attempted to make bridges over level-
crosgings in the city, a very large cost
would be entailed, and there would not
only be great inconvenience to the publie,
bul a considerable depreciation of the
value of property in the neighbourhood
of the bridges. This motion admitted
the possibility of alternative schemes, and
he hoped that, whatever committee might
be appointed, it would give full con-
sideration to the suggestions he had
made, and to other suggestions that
might be made for the purpose, if possible,
of doing away with the necessity of
bridging the railway at several crossings.
To erect such bridges would be a most
grave matter, althongh it was quite
certain that something must be done
very soon to relieve the trafic and protect
the public, or serious conseguences would
vesult. Tt was desirable that some action
should be taken as early us possible;
and with the expectation that the Govern-
ment would give full consideration to
such alternative schemes as the one he
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in Perth.

had suggested—namely, a railway from ! evidently something would have to be
Subiaco to Bayswater, for taking off o | done with regard to the railway traffic

large part of the heavy trafic—he would
support the motion.

railway station, for lwnding and taking
up passengers; one in Roe Street, as well
as on the Wellington Street side.

Mgr. VENN suaid, with regard to the
remarks of the hon. member in ohjecting
to bridges being made at the level-
crossings, this question bad been thought
out by the departmental officers of the
(Grovernment, and it was, no doubt, a
very big question to face. Some months
ago he (Mr. Venn) had suggested an idea
he thought worthy of consideration, that
instead of erecting many hridges over the
numerous level street crossings (which
sooner or later would become a necessity
by reason of the rapidly increasing city
traffic), an overhead or high-level railway
be constructed from, say, a point at
or near Subiaeo down to some point
beyond the city of Perth. The railway
passing through the city wounld then be
one continnous bridge, available for
traflic under it at all crossings, instead of
having numerous separate bridges. He
did not know whether the departmental
ofticers had completed the statistics of the
cost of such a scheme, but he had consulted
some capable anthorities on the matter,
and the scheme was regarded very
favourably by several cogineers. If
each bridge which would be necessary
over level crossings in the future, say 9 ov
10, were taken into account, the whole of
these wovld be little short of a continuous
bridge for making an overiead railway
as he had suggested, and thus relieving
all the crossings from the present incon-
venience and danger. A difficulty might
arise in dealing with the goods traffic;
but that could bw overcome by sugges-
tions already wmade fo the Engineer-in-
Chief, and by other suggestions made
by the Eungineer-in-Chief. By taking
the course now proposed in the motion
the Government would be relieved of
responsibility in deciding as to the best
scheme to adopt for relieving the railway
traflic of the cty. The committee might

make valuable suggestions, and for that

_ reasou he had no objection to the inotion.

Mr. RANDELTL suid it might not he
wise to suy much about this matier, as it
wus going to o select committee, but

One means of relief -
would be to have two sides to the Perth

. through the city. He must say, as he
had said before, that he did not share
the alarming feelings which some people
had with regard to the dangers of the
traftic at the William Street crossing,
hecause, with one or two intelligeni men
stationed there to regulate the trafiic,
there would not be nearly so much
danger to life, or inconvenience to the
public, as were now experienced at
some of the busiest corners of the city,
particularly the Hay Street and William
Street corners, the Barrack Street and
Hay Street corners, the Mwray Strect
and Barrack Street corners. He had
Seen many more DArrow e¢scapes happen
at those corners tban he had secn at the
Willlam  Street crossing, although he
had watched the traflic considerably, and
bad crossed at William Street as much
as six times a day. Reckless and careless
people would be found not only at the
railway crossings, but in other parts of
the city, where they might get into
danger, The increase of vehicles, and
especially bicycles, had mude the traffic
more dangerous at many of the street
crossings in Perth.  Oneserious accident
to a bicycle rider, of which he had been
o withess, at the corner of St. George's
Terrace and Willinm Street, was due to
the action of the City Council in per-
mitting hoardings to he erected 7it. or
8ft. high, and extending out to the street,
Hoardings for building operations should
not be more than 3ft. high, and should
not extend into the roadway, especially
at a busy corner. The primary cause of
that accident was the City Council, in
not taking proper care to regulate the
erection of hoardings. The eight lines of
railway which crossed at William Street
might be reduced to six, as he had
suggested to the Engineer-in-Chief, with-
out inconvenience to the railway traflic.
He was prepared to admit that, us traffic
increased, the inconvenience at the rail-
way crossings would necessarilvy increase ;
and some steps should he taken for
relieving that inconvenience and waking
the traftic safer. He was not prepured to
express an opinion on the snggestion of
an overhead railway, made by the hon.
i member for Wellington.  Members would
. know that such railways were used in
i otber places, especially in  Tondon,
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but. he hardly thought the time had |, that sort, the City Council had a right

arrived for constructing an overhead
railway in Perth. Still, after considering

all the facts, it might be found cheaper -

to construct such a railway than to build
a number of bridges, although for many
years to come there could be no necessity
for greatly extending the number of
bridges. One rallway crossing in the
city which was peculiarly dangerous, and
he had already mentioned it to the Com-
missioner of Railways, was that at Brown
Street, adjoining Lord Strect; and it was
made the more dangerous by the high
buildings preventing people from seeing
the approaching trains, That crossing
was far more dangerous than the cross-
tng in William Street. The Government
were proceeding wisely in asking for the
appeintment of this committee. and he
hoped their deliberations would result in
such recommendations as would bein the
best interests hoth of the railway service
and the traffic of the city.

Mr. GEQORGE wmoved, as an awmend-
ment to the motion, that the words © and
shall confer with the City Council™ be
added after the word “ Parliament.”
[The Premrer: Oh, oh!} He really
did not. know how it was, hut he seemed
to be able to put the House into a jocular
mood immediately he rose. He scemed
to have found his function, and would
proceed to fulfil it.  The reason why he
proposed that the committee should con-
fer with the City Council was that the
project suggested in the motion would
interfere materially with the property and
convenience of Perth ratepayers. Surely,
in a matter of this sort, the City Council
had 2 right to have a voice in saying
what should be done. This Asgembly,
in its wisdom, might perform a benevo.
lent action in couferring with the City
Couneil, for it was said that wisdom
might be gathered even from a fool, and
1 conferring with the City Council the
committee might he able to do some
good, even in that direction. William
Street crossing should be dealt with as
quickly as possible, the condition of
affairs ther2 Dheing urgent. To bridge
it over would interfere seriously with
existing interests. He certainly had
heen led to believe the Railway De-
partment had been purchasing land
belonging to Mr. Charles
and he considered that, in matters of

McNess;

to be heard.

Amendment not seconded.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF XRAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) explained
that it would be in the power of the
committee to summon any witnesses, and
the committee might summon such mem-
bers of the City Council as they thought
might help in arriving at a decision. He
had purposely reframmed from making
any comments on the different methods
the Government intended to adopt in
dealing with the matter. The subject
had been before the Government for some
time; models having been prepared and
information obtained, and thesewould, at
the proper time, be at the service of the
committee. He was glad that so many
members had spoken on thesubject, which
was one of very cousiderable inportance ;
but there would he a further oppor-
tunity, when the committee’s report was
presented to the House, for full discussion
on the diffevent points raised. The ohject
desired by the hon. member for the
Murray could be attained by summoning
witnesses ; and, as it was a verv impor-
tunt subject, he intended to ask the
House to agree to an increase in the
number of the select committee from
five to seven.

Mr. GEQRGE said if his amendinent,
was likely to embarrass the Goverument
he would withdraw it.

Motion put and passed.

Tye COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) moved that
the select committee consist of seven
members instead of five.

Put and passed.

A ballot resulted in the election, by
this House, of Messrs. W. J. George,
Illingworth, Lefroy, Randell, Venn, and
Wood, with the Commissioner of Rail-
ways a8 mover, to he members of the
joint select committee.

Tee COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Houo. F. H. Piesse) moved that
the committee have power to call for
persons and papers, und to sit on those
days when the House is adjourned.

Put and passed.

Ordered that the commitiee report
on the next Tuesday fortnight, Ist
September.

Tug COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) moved that
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the resolution he transmitted to the
Legislative Council, and that they he re-
quested to appoint a commitiee to confer
with the committee appointed by the
Legislative Assembly.

Put and passed.

MARRIED WOMEN’'S PROPERTY ACT
AMENDMENT BILL
Received from the Legislative Council,
and read a first time.

TRANSFER OF LAND ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL,
Received from the Legislative Couneil,
and read a first time.

CONSTITUTION ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.
On the motion of the PrEMIER, the
Bill was re-committed.
IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 4—Colony divided into 8 Elec-
toral Provinces, each returning 3 members:

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir T
TForrest) moved that the words © East
Fremantle” be inserted after the word
“ Fremantle,” in line 21.

Put and passed, and the clanse, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 10- -Registrars to amend elec-
toral rolls in accordance with new division
of provinces and districts:

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) moved that the heading of
the clause be struck out,and the heading
“Temporary Provisions relating to the
electoral rolls” be inserted in lieu thereof.

Agreed to.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) said the Government proposed
to make it the duty of the returning
officers, immediately on the commence-
ment of the Act, 10 cause an amendment
of the rolls to be made. He moved, as
a further amendment, that the words
“glectoral registrars within 60 days” be
struck out of lines 1 and 2, and that the
words “ returning officers immediately
be inserted in lieun thereof.

Mr. GEORGE asked if that amend-
ment would render it immediately impera-
tive for the returning officers to make
out a new and pure roll thronghout the
whole electorate.

S. Burt) said if the hon. member took

Dedistribution of Seats.

the trouble to read the clause, bis difficulty
would be removed, for it distinctly said
the registrar should amend the roll by
removing from it the name of every
elector whose qualification bad been
removed from one district to another.

Mr. GEORGE said he had read the
clanse with all the brains that Providence
had given him, but the words did not
convey the meaning that it was the duty
of the returning officers to put all the
men on the roll who should be there.
He desired to see on the roll the men who
were entitled to vote; but mow a man
might have his name on the roll, while a
hundred others who were similarly entitled
might not have their names on the reoll.
He (Mr. George) wanted to know if the
returning officers would be instructed to
make up a new and pure roll.

Toe ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) said they proposed to deal only
with a set of circumstances which arose
owing to the creation of new provinces
and new districts. In the new districts
and provinces there would be no roll; us,
until the Act was passed, no one could
claim to be registered as u voter. To
prevent disfranchising anyoune, they pro-
posed that in a district like Hast Perth
the returning officer should remove from
the Fast Perth roll all those electors
whose qualifications arose in one of the
new districts, and should put them on
the new roll, to be called the Canning
roll. That preserved the vote to the
elector who now lived in the Canning
district. The Government were not pro-
posing, in this clanse, to put anyone on
the roll who was not now on the roll.
[Mr. GEorGE: Why don't you?] We
have other fish to fry.

Mr. RANDELL asked what the re-
turning officer would de with the roll he
made up, after he had finished with it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
3. Burt) said the returning officer should
send on the roll to the returning officer of
the new district as soon as possible, as
the clause made it the roll for the new
district.

Mg, RANDELTL said it was not well
to leave anything to chance. and the
returning officer should be compelled to
send on the roll to the returning officer

| of the new district.
Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. |

Mzr. GEORGE asked whether the
Government wanted to have a roll of the
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clectors or mot. If they wanted people
who had o right to be on the roll to be
on ib, let them say so. Tt was stated the
rolls must be made up immediately after
the pussing of the Bill; but, by doing
that, they would prevent the returning
officers from making proper rolls.

Tre CHATIRMAN said that was clearly
not the question before the committee.

Me. GEORGE asked if he would he
in order in moving to insert the words
“within 30 days™ instead of the word
“ immudiately.”

Tue CHATREMAN : The hon. member
¢can move that amendment, if he thinks
well; but he capnot discuss the matter
uow, bhecause it is nobt hefore the ¢om-
mittee.

Mr. MOSS said it would be well to
add some words to Clause 10, making it
incumbent on returning ofticers of exist-
ing districts to send a list of the names
of people strack off the existing rolls, and
who would be comprised in the new dis-
trict created under the provisions of the
Bill.

Amendment put and passed.

Tuae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) further moved that the following
he added as Sub-section 2 of Clause 10:—
“In the case of a province or district
“greated by this Act for which there is
“no electoral roll in existince, the re-
“turning officer shall vemove from the
*rotl of the province or district of which
“the newly created province or district
“formed part, the name of every clector
“whose gnalification by the operation of
“this Act is situate or arises in such
“newly formed province or district, and
“ shall compile a roll for every such last-
“mentioned provinee or district of the
“names so removed in the form given in
* the forty-fourth section of ‘ The Electoral
< Act, 1895, and such roll shall be for-
“swarded by such returning officer to the
“returning officer of the newly formed
‘“ province or district, and such shall be
“ the electoral roll for every such newly
formed provinee or district until a new
“roll is completed under the provisions
“of ‘The Electoral Act, 1895." He
said the object of Lhis sub.section was to
preserve to every man who was now on
the rolls his vote, even though some dis-
tricts were to be split up and the boun-
daries altered. The sub-section did pot
contemplate putting new wames on the

!
\
|
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roll. Those persons who wanted to vote
must take care to register themselves, The
Govermment did not claim to put names
on the roll, as they might put wrong ones
on, or they might leave out some names
which ought to have gone on the roll
There would be quarterly revision courts
for supervising the preparation of the
rolls, and under the sub-section, if an
election took place in any distriet before
the court sat, those entitled to vote would
be those electors whose names were taken
by the returning officer from the existing
rolls to form the roll of a newly created
clectoral province or district.

Mr. RANDELL asked whether the

- rolls would be in the custody of the

electoral registrar or returning officer,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
5. Burt) said the returning officer would
keep the rolls.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL asked whether it
would not be well to limit the time within
which the rolls should be forwarded by
the returning officer, as provided in the
sub-section.

Tur CHATRMAN said the committee
had, in Clause 10, passed the word
“ immediately  as the time within which
the rells should be forwarded.

Sub-section pul and passed.

Twe ATTORNEY GENERAT (Hon.
5. Burt) further moved that the following
bz added as Sub-section 3 of Clause 10
—* For the purpose of an answer to the
“fourth question, mentioned in Section
“ 77 of ‘The Electoral Act of 1895, resi-
“ dence within the boundaries of an elec-
¢ toral district named in the Amendment
“ Act, which, before the commencement. of
“ this Act, embraced the district on the roll
“ of which the name of an elector had heen
*inserted under the provisions of this
“ section, shall be equivalent to residence
“in such last-mentioned district.”

Put and pussed, and the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 12

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt) moved that the following head-
ing to Clause 12 De inserted :—* Pro-
“ visions relating to certain cases of
“vacancy of seats.”

Put and passed, and the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hen.
S. Burt) further moved that Clauses 11
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and 12 be transposed, and he re-numbered
accordingly.

Agreed to.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) further moved that the fol-
lowing heading to Clauses 12 (as re-

numbered) and 13 be ¢ Executive
Offices and Civil List.”

Agreed to.

New clanse:

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Houn.
8. Burt) moved that the following new
clause, to be numbered 14, be inserted :—
‘“ There shall be payable to Her Majesty
“in every year, out of the Consolidated
“ Revenue Funds, sums not exceeding in
‘¢ the whole fifteen thousand four hundred
* pounds, for defraying the expenses of
“the services and purposes set forth in
“the fourth schedule to this Act, and the
**suid several sums shall he issued by the
“Treasurcr in discharge of snch warrants
“ as shall from time to time be directed

““to him under the hand of the Governor.”
He said the insertion of the clause
was designed to repeal the corresponding
section in the Constitution Act. Hon.
wembers would notice that there were
some increases in the schedule of salaries,
which he would say more about when the
schedule was to be dealt with.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH asked whether
it was competent for the committee to dis-
cuss the schedule at that stage.

Tue CHAIRMAN said it was,

Me. ILLINGWORTH said the sche-
dule proposed to increase the salaries of
the three judges by £400 per anoum
each, and the DMinisterial salaries by
£200 per annum each. As far as the
Ministers were concerned, be thought
that the increases were necessary, but he
would like to know how the (tovermment
had arrived at the conclusion that it was
desirable to again increase the salaries of
the judges, which had been increased last
year. No doubt the Government could
give good reasons for the action they were
taking in this matter, but, at the same
time, he would like to hear what those
reasons were,

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said that on several grounds
the Glovernment considered the salaries
of the judges to be inadequate. This
would be shown upon a comparison
of the salaries paid to judges in this
and other colonies. It had to be remem-
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hered that usually, by the thne a man
berame a judge, he was getting advanced
in life, and should be placed in a position
to live in reasonable comfort. There was
also the cowsideration thai publicinterest
demanded that the bench should be oveu-
pied by capable men; and, when a judge
accepted this appointment, his career
was closed in some respects. For example,
he could not go speculating on the
stock exchange in companies whose
affuire might come before his legal
porview, und he was quite shut out
from engaging in any business pursuit
with the object of augmenting his salary,
All the judge had to look to was his
salary. A Supreme Court judge had
to wear a long face and behave
himself. A statement of the salaries
paid to judges in other colonies, with
the exception of Tasmania, would show
that the salaries here hore ne pro-
portion to what the members of the
judiciary received elsewhere. In New
South Wales, the Chief Justice bad a
salary of £3,500 a year, the six puisne
judges £2,600 each, and six district court
judges £1,500 each. Tn Queensland, the
Chief Justice received £3,500 per annum,
four puisne judges received £2,000 each,
and a district court judge £1,000.  South
Australia gave her Chief Justice £2,000
per year, two puisne judges £1,700 each,
and a third £1,000. Victorian salaries
were: Chief Justice, £3,500, and £3,000
for each of five puisne judges, while the
judge of the insolvency court had £1,500
a year. In this colony,the Chief Justice’s
salary at present was £1,300, and that
of the two puisne judges £1.000 each.
Members would see in the *“Year Book
of Australia” the figures he had quoted.
South Australia was more nearly on a
par with Western Australia than the
other colonies, but the business of the
court here was growing rapidly. Lately
the judges had bad a good deal more
to do through the extension of their
jurisdiction io appeals from the gold-
fields ; and, of course, with the growing
prosperity of the colony and the continued
increase of population, extra work would
be brought to the courts, The present
was a right time to consider the question
of the payment of judges. and the Gov-
ernment now proposed that the judges
should receive very nearly what was re-
ceived by judges in South Australia.
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There the Chief Justice received £2,000,
whereas the Government proposed to
give the Chief Justice of this colony
£1,700, while the puisne judges were to
receive £1,400 each. It would therefore
he seen that the saluries of judges in this
colony would be still much below the
salaries of judgesin other volonies. Hedid
not know whether the proposed increases
would satisfy the judges here, nor did he
expect hon. members to satisfy them.
Only lately he had been reading remarks
made by the Secretary of State for the
Colonies on the subject of the payment
of officers, espevially where those officers
were members of the professions.  Speak-
ing at Birmingham, Mr. Chamberlain
warned his hearers, in very decided lan-

gunge, of the great evil and disadvantage |

of not paying well the men who did pro-
fessional work, or who held positions of
trust. These remarks would apply very
well to the question before this House.
Mg. R. ¥. SHOLL said that the judges
ought to be well paid, but this suab-
ject of salaries conld not be well con-
sidered apart from a Bill which was
on the table of the House, in which
it was proposed that a judge, after serving
15 years, should be entitled to retire oo a
pension of half hiz salary. In view of
that easure, it was a matter that
required great consideration as to whether
the present was the time for increasing
the salaries of judges, or whether it would
be wise to pass the Bill then on the table.
He was of opinion the judges should be
paid reasopable salaries, for members of
their own profession were earning incomes
double what the judges received. The
House could not avoid dealing with the
schedule, because there was named in the
clause the sum of £15,400, made up of
items in the schedule. He did not see
why the items ** Private Secretary, £350,”
and *Clerk to the Executive Council,
£350,” should not be struck ont of the
schedule and placed on the Estimates
annually, the same as the salaries of otber
civil servants. With regard to the
Ministerial salaries, he did not, think any-
one could object to the proposed increases.
He might be out of order in dealing with
those items, but he was bound to do so
under this clause. The present Ministers
guve up a great deal of time to their
duties, and were fully entitled to the in-
crease. He was quite sure the nexi
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Ministry would not work as hard as the
present oue, and it would, perhaps, be as
well if the Ministerial salaries were on the
Estimates, so that they counld be altered
if necessary. As to the items * Private
Secretary ” and  “ Clerk of Executive
Council,” he could see no necessity at all
for their being placed on the Civil List,
and when they came to the schedule he
would move to amend it by reducing the
amount by £700, with a view to placing
the two minor officers on the Estimates.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he was not aware of the procedure
elsewhere, but there was no doubt this
House had adopted the procedure shown
in the schedule in the Constitution Act
of 1889, and he expected they would find
that it was the practice in other colonies.
The salary of the private secretary might
just as well be on the Civil List as thut
of the Governor, and he could =ee no
reason why this should not be so. The
clerk of the Executive Council was placed
on the Civil List in 1889, and there was
no reason why he should neot remain there.
The only reason that he (the Premier)
could see was that, if these salaries were
on the annual Bstimates, members would
have more opportunity - for reducing
saluries. Tt might be said the same rule
applied to Ministers’ salaries, and that
they. too, might be left open for discus-
sion every year. The object of putting
the salaries of Ministers on the Civil List
was thut the Flouse shonld not have the
opporiunity of attacking Ministers per-
sonally, on motions for reducing their
salaries. That was, he thought, a very
good reason for the salaries of Ministers
being on the Civil List, and he supposed
the same reason applied to the clerk of
the Executive Council and to the private
secretary of the Governor. There was
1o reason that he could see for departing
from the rule that had been already made.
Any departure from that rule should not
be taken without a good rezson for it,
and it was just as reasonable to have the
clerk of the Executive Council and the
private secretary on the Civil List as to
have the Ministers there.

Me. R. F. SuorrL: Why not have the
heads of departments there ?

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the heads of departments were not
so closely allied with the Ministry as
these officers of the Executive Council
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were to the Governor. If the salary of
the private seeretary were on the Hsti-
mates, an opportunity might be taken to
attack the Governor through his secre-
tary. If the hon. member for the Gas-
covne would show a good reason, he (the
Premier) would be prepared to listen to
it, and, perhaps, make the required
alteration; but at present he thought the
schedule had better be left as it was.

Tur ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said that in the other colonies
there was the same provision for the
Civil List, and in the Constitntion Act
of Quecnsland the private secretary to
the Governor was provided for:; but he
{the Attorney General) did not find the
clerk of the Exeentive Council in the Act
of that colony.

Mr. TJAMES said he could understand
the justice of having the private secre-
tary on the Civil List, as he was con-
‘nected with the Governor; but he (Mr.
James) certainly conld not understand
why the clerk of the Executive Council
should be mentioned there, and he would
be in¢lined to vote for the sulary of that
officer being placed on the KEstimates
iustead. He could not see why the clerk
to the Executive Council should be
specially exempted From criticism when
the annual Estimates were going through
the Honse. It had not been shown that
it was the practice elsewhere to place the
clerk to the Executive Council on the
Civil Tast.

Tre PrEMIER: You propose to take
away from a mau what he has got.

Mr. JAMES said every Act deprived
somebody of some right or privilege, and
if members were to consider the interests
of people in that way, their hands would
be tied. He could not see that the elerk
of the Executive Council had more right
to be on the Civil List than the Speaker
or the Clerk of the Assembly. He
thought that good reason should be
shown by the Government for these two
items being on the schedule. The dis-
cussion had nothing whatever to do with
the present occupant of the post of clerk
to the Bxecutive Council. It was a
question of principle — whether they
should keep the Civil List in this colony
down to those officers who were on the
Civil Lists elsewhere.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he would like again to point out that
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the amendment, if it were proposed and
carried, would take away from an officer
that to which.he was entitled under the
Constitution Act.

Mr. TAMES :aid this was an increase
of the salary.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. 8ir. J. Forrest)
said it was clearly a matter for the House
to say whether or not the salary should
be increased, but it was hardly proper fur
the House to say that what was done in
the Constitntion Act of 1889 should be
altered now, and that the officer concerned
should be deprived of a privilege. He
could see well enongh that, if the House
refused to increase the salary, that would
be all right; but it would not be right to
take from this officer the position he
occupied under the Act of 1889, He
(the Premier) hoped that argument
would appeal to the member for East
Perth.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said the clerk to
the Executive Council was not entitled to
bis position for ever. He would go out
with the Government. [THE PREMIER:
No,u0.] The clerk to the Rxecutive
Couneil would be bound to go out, and
would be replaced by some one else if
the Opposition took office.

. Tue PreEmier: But he holds the
appointment.

Me. R.F. SHOLL sad it would be
absurd for any Ministry taking office to
continue the present clerk in his post. It
would be ridiculous for them to do such
a thing. He had no feeling whatever in
the matter, but he did think it absurd
that the heads of departments were
placed on the annual Estimates, and their
salavies subjected to criticism, and that
the private secretary to the Governor
and the clerk to the Executive Council
were exempt from that ordeal. “Why
should their actions not be challenged ?
The members of the House did not want
to attack the individual, nor did they
want to attack the Governor through his
private secretary; or if they wanted to
criticise  the Governor's actions they
could do it directly, or they could raise
the question on the vote for expen-
diture on Government House. Members
would not do this through the private
secretary. Assuming tbat the House did
not want te alter this schedule, any
increases might fairly be put oo the
Estimates.
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Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said one or two hon. members seemed to
take exception to the fzct that the clerk
to the Executive Council was a close
relation of his—in fact his brother-in.
law ; he thought the hon. mewmber for the
Gascoyne had also relations in the Public
Service—officers with even closer relation.
ship than that between the clerk to the
Execuiive Council and himself. He
{the Premier) even supposed there were
other members of the House who had
relatives in the public service. Still, the
hon. member for the (Gascoyne would not
effect. much by attacking him  (the
Premier) persopally in this matter. It
seemed that whenever an opportunity
presented itself to be personal in his
remurks, the hon. member always took
that opportunity. He (the Premier) did
not think it was a good thing for the
hon. member to be so ready to actin that
direction. The Government were trving
to serve the country as well as they
could. The member for the Gascoyne
seemed to take it for granted that, when
the clerk to the Executive Council came
under another Government, he wonld
have to resign.

Mr. B. F. SHOLL suid he did not
think the clerk would have fo resign,
but that he would get another appoint-
ment.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest)
asked why, in the event of a change of
Government, the clerk to the Executive
Council should resign.

Mer. R. F. SHOLL suid he had not
the slightest wish to insinuate anything,
but, fortunately or nnfortunately, the
clerk to the Exceutive Council did happen
to be a relation of the Premier.

Mr. VENN said if the hon. member
who had just sat down had reflected a
little, he would not have said that, as a
matter of course, the clerk to the Execu-
tive Council would have to resign with a
change of Government. It was most
useful and most necessary that the clerk
to the Executive Council should be a
permanent officer, and for that officer to
be changed with every Ministry would
be out of the question.

Mz. SIMPSON -said if they allowed

the total to go into the clause as £15,400, ‘

they could not go back upon it after-
wards, and he wished to deal with the
salaries of the judges.
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'  Tag ArrorvBy GENERAL said the
Bill could be re-committed.

Mr. SIMPSON said that, personally,
he thought it was proposed to unduly
increase the salaries of the judges, and he
would propose un amendment reducing
the amonnt of the increases to the extent
of £600. That reduction would give the
Chief Justice £1,500 a yvear, and each of
the puisne judges £1,200. When dealing
with matters of that kind they had, of
course, the right to pay grave respect to
the opinions of members of the profession;
but, at the same time, they mnst remember
there was no profession so profoundly
protected as that of the law. They must
rewember that the £1,500 would always
have to he paid, in good years and
in bad years. A professional man
not on the bench would get £1,500 a
year only if be made it. and wounld get
only what he made in good times and in
bad times; for a professional man was to
some extent dcpendent for his income
upen the condition of the country. Tu
addition to that, he (Mr. Simpson) did
not think the judges were worked to
dexth ; he did not think any of them
exhibited the narks of early decay from
extreme work put through in the last few
years. The Ministry were harder worked
than the judges, and he guite agreed with
| theremarks of the Attorney General that
they were fixing the salary according to
the position. He thought that, in fixing
the salaries as proposed in the schedule,
they were legislating for the future rather
than the present. He would move a
motion for the striking out of the words
“TFifteen thousand four hundred,” and
the insertion of the words “ Fourteen
thousand eight hundred.”

At 630 p.n., the CHarrmarx left the
chair,

At 7-30 p.m. the CHarrMax resumed
the chair,

Tae PREMIER (Hon, Sir J. Forrest)
suid that in order that members
might have an opportunity of dealing
separately with the items 1n the fourth
' schedule, he proposed that the fnrther
discussion of the proposed new clause,
| No. 14, be postponed wuntil after the
] consideration of the schedule refating

to it.
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Tueg CHAIRMAN explatned that he
had allowed the discussion of the new
clause to go on, upon the principle which
obtained in the Standing Orders, that
when it had once been decided a certain !
word should stand, it could not after. ;
wards be struck out. No such difficulty !
might arise in this case, but thery was a
possibility.  On that understanding he
would put the motion which had been
moved by the Premier.

Motion put and passed, and the new
clause postponed accordingly.

Amendinents Nos, 9 and 10:

On the motion of the Premier, the
words “ Suspension of Act ” were inserted
as a heading to the last clause of the
Bill. The words “8chedule A” in the
first line of the third colomn of the first
schedule were struck out, and the words
“8chedule A and B and section 697
were inserted in lieu thereof, Also the
following title was added to the second
column of the first schedule, namely,
“ An Act to apply out of the Cousolidated
Revenue Fund the annual sum of £1,000
in augmentation of Ministerial salaries
(55 Vic., No. 23),” and the words “ The
whole "’ were inserted in the third column.

New schedule:

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
moved, That the followiug new schedule
he added to the Bill :—

“FoorrH ScHEDULE (Section 14).

“ Governor ... £4,000
“ Private Secrotary 350
“ Clerk of the Execntive Council 350
“ Chief Justice... . 1,700
“ First Puisne Judge ... 1,400
“Becond Puisne Judge 1,400
“ 8ix Ministerial Salaries 6.200
£15,400 7

[Agreed that discussion be taken on
the items separately, prior to the schedule
being put.]

Pirst Item, Governor, £4,000:

Me. GEORGE usked whether the only
increases in the schedule were in the
salaries of Ministers and Judges.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the Governor’s salary remained the
same as hefore. There were other in-

Croases.
Mg. GEORGE said thui salary ought |
to be increased. :
Item agreed to. |
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Second Item, Private Secrefary, £350:

Toe PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said £300 was provided for this salary in
in the Civil List by the Constitution Act
of 1589, and it was now proposed to in-
crease the amount by £50 a year. The
salary of the clerk of the Esecutive
Council had been £250 u year, and it was
now proposed to increase the amonnt to
£350. The Chief Justice, by the Con-
stitution Act of 1889, and by the Esti-
mates of last year, was receiving at the
rate of £1,300, and the two puisne judges
were each receiving £1,000 o year. It
was now proposed to increase the salaries
of the judges by £400 each, making the
Chief Justice’s salary £1,700, and that of
each of the other judges £1,400. The
last item in the schedule provided £6,200
for Ministerial salaries, there being also
an increase of one Minister. It was now
proposed to give the Ministers £1,000 a
vear each, and the Premier £1,200, the
inerease being at the rate of £200 a year
upon the amount of each salary as pre-
viously fixed.

Me. R. F. SHOLL, referring to the
second item, '* Private Secretary, £350,”
proposed, as an amendment, to strike it
out, for the reason that, while not wishing
to cut down salaries in the least, this item
should be removed from the Civil List
with the view of placing it in the annual
Estimates, so that it might become sub-
ject to annual review, and to reduction if
necessary.

Tre PREMIER (Hen. Sir J. Forrest)
said there was no necessity for this amend-
ment, and he hoped the hon. member
would not press it. The salary was pro-
vided for in “The Constitution Act of
1889,” and to that extent the present
holder was protected. This House could
discuss the merits or demerits of any
ofticer, even if his salary was not on the
annunal Estimates.

Mr. B F. SHOLL said if this item
was once placed on the Civil List, though
members might discnss it. or discuss any
salary, they would not have power to
reduce a salary on the Civil List. The
House should have power, if necessary,
to reduce any salary, and he did not see
the object of placing this particular item
on the Civil List. They might as well
put the salary of the Engineer-in-Chief,

: or any other civil servant, on the Civil

Tist. and then the Government need not
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bring down Estimates at all.  He would

{13 Aveusr,

nut press his amendment unless there

was sowe support, but he was contending
tor a principle.

Mr. GEORGE usked whether
officer was private secrefary
Governor, because, if so, what bad this
House to do with hin or his salary? Tt
they indulged in the lnxury of a Governor,
they need not object to pay for his having
u, private secretary.

this

to the

Mg. R. F. SHOLL suid his objection

was to putting this officer on the Civil List.

Mr. GEORGE said he did not know
whether this officer was civil or not.

Amendment put and negutived, and
the item passed.

Third Item, Clerk
Council, £350:

Mr. R. F. SHOLL moved that this
itein be struck out of the schedule, in
order that the salary might be removed
from the Civil List, with a view of placing
it on the annual Estimates, 1f this sulary
were ouce placed vn the Civil List, the
House would not he able to rewmove the
officer, although Parliament had power,
by a certain procedure, to remove a judge;

fo the Hrecutive

o total ;

or, by another procedure, to remove a

Minister.

M=z. A. FORREST said this officer
held the position during good behaviour.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said he did not
mean anything personal as regards any
officer, in the remarks he had made.

Mz, ILLINGWORTH said the hon.
member for the Gascoyne was under
some misapprehension as to the position
which the clerk of the Executive Council
held. This officer was secretaury of the
Executive Council, presided over by the
Governor, and was not in the position of
secretary to the Ministry, or seeretary to
the Premier. In other colonies it had
been found desirable that the Governor
and the officers of his establishmeut
should he placed on the Civil List, in
order that they might be removed as far
as possible from Parliamentary criticisn,
which might be indulged in if these
salaries were placed on the annual Esti-
mates; and this being the custom adopted
in all British communities, he thought it
well to follow the practice here. He hoped
the hon. member would not presz the
anendment.

Me. GEORGE said he wanted a little
information, as usual.

1896.t  Redistribution of Seats. 397

M. TrnisewortH: Buy “ Chambers’
Information for the People”

Mr. GEORGE : No. Firstly, because
he had wgot no money; and, secondly,
because it would not give the infornation
he wanted. TLast vear he had considered
it his duty te make various inquiries with
regard to the Estimates, because he
found that certain officers held more than
obg position—some  of them several
positions-- for which they received sepa-
rate salaries, waking up o pretty fair
therefore he wished to kuow if the
holder of this office was receiving a salary
or wllowance for any other position he
Leld.

Tae CHATRMAN said the question
before the House wus whether this ttem
was to be removed from the Civil List.

M. GEORGE said his reason in ask-
ing for the information was to avoid
debate. If he could not get the informa-
tion, ke would have to take anuther
course.

Amendment put and negatived, and
ihe item passed.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest),
in explanation, informed the hon. mem-
ber, in reference to the item just passed,
that the officer ulso received £50 u year

. as private secretary to him (the Premier).

That was all the emolument the private
gecretary received, in addition to the
salary on the Civil List,

Mk. GEORGE said that was all right,
and the officer was paid very well.

Fourth item, Chief Justice, £1,700:

Mr. SIMPSON said he bad an awend-
ment to move. He agreed with o remark
made by the Attorney General, that the
House should fix the remuneration of an
office without regard to the person hold-
ing it at any particular time. If they
fixed the salary of the Chief Justice at
£1,500 a vear, it would be an assured
ingome placed on the Civil List, and there-
fore a certainty, with a pension accruing.
The professional income made by a practi-
tioner outside was largely dependent on
the position of affuirs; but in this case
there was an absolutely sure salary of
£1,500 per annum, with a pension. He
did not believe in obtaining fivst-class
services for second-class pay, but believed
in  paying accomplished professional
gentlemen in such a way that they would
be placed in an independent position.
With £1,500 for the Chief Justice, and



398 Constilution Amendment Bill: [ASSEMBLY.]

£1,200 for each of the puisne judges, the
salaries would be very fair, while it had
to be considered that the Chief Justice
had received additional income, occasion-
ally, from bis position as deputy Governor.
He moved that the item “ Chief Justice,
£1,700,” be reduced by £200.

I'ne PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest)
explained the reasous for the Governmeant
having acted as they had dene in the
matter. There was no doubt that the
judges of the Supreme Court had, for some
time, not been satisfied with the salaries
they received. Some time ago, the Govern-
ment placed on the Estimates £100
additional for each of the judges, which
brought up the salary of the Chief
Justice to £1,300, and the salaries of the
puisne judges to £1,000 each. There
was thus a difference of £300 between
the salary of the Chief Justice and that
of the other judges, and the Government
had adhered to that all along. Some
members of this House had complained
that the judges’ salaries were placed on
the Estimates and not provided for by
Act; but there was not much in that
argument, as, ander the Constitution Act,
money voted on the Estimates fora judge
could not he withdrawn from him in the
next year, and therefore the judges were
perfectly secure in the amount voted to
them. The colony was increasing in im-
portance, and during the last two years
the work of the judues, he believed, had
been greater than it used to be. Apart
from that, hon. members could not won-
der at the judges mot being satisfied,
when they compared their salaries with
the salaries paid even fo district court
judges in other colonies of Australia.
Another reason influencing the Govern-
ment was that, should a vacancy occur,
or another judgeship hecome becessary,
with the present salaries it would be im-
possible to get any person of standing in
the profession to take the position. He
did not think many juniors at the bar
would change their financial position for
the salary paid to the judges; and that
being the case, it was time the Govern-
ment considered whether the salaries
were sufficient or not. The emoluments
received by the leaders of the profession
were far greater than the salaries received
by the judges, and though there was no
doubt, the income of a practising barrister
was not so certain, still the (roverament
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had the fact before them that, if they
had a judgeship to bestow to-morrow,
they would have great difficulty in filling
it. They should make the position of
judge in the colony one that lawyers.
conld look forward to when they gotu
little grey-headed. He would be sorry if
they had to import judges, as the time
had gone by when they should send to
England for their judges. He would
rather sce the judgeship a prize for the
legal profession in the colony. If judges
were promoted from the bar here, us a
rule they would be in sympathy with the
people and their aspirations in the colony,
and would understand the position of
affairs. He knew there was a difficulty in
obtaining the services of competent gentle-
men to fill the position; but if they made
the salavies more consistent with the posi-
tion and dignity of the office, he hoped
thut when any vacancy occurred, some
leader of the bar in the colony would be
willing to acvept the position. He bhoped
these arguments would commend them-
selves to the committee.

Mz. JAMES regretted the arguments
of the Premier did not commend them-
selves to every member of the House.
He wished it were true that the jumior
members of the bar obtained incomes
equal to £1,500 a year, with the prospect
of a pension of £800. If one got anm
honourable position with £1,500 a year
and comparatively light duties, it should
beenough. Thejudges complained about
hard work, but those who had to work
from nive to five laughed at that; and
£1,500 a year, under -circumstances
like that, would commend itself more
strongly to every person than £3,000
that had to Dbe carned, and at the
same time earned with the risk of
breaking down and losing a practice.
The time had not arrived when members
of the bar in the colony could make the
money they were supposed to be making.
A very honourable position, the certainty
of a pension, and light duties, were argu.
ments that commended themselves to
anyone seeking the position.  Every
judge ought to get the same salary—
£1,600 a year—except that a nominal
increase to the Chief Justice, of £100,
might suffice to indicate in a practical
manner that he was Chief Justice. [t
was the survival of an wunreasonable
custom that the Chief Justice should get
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50 much more than the other judges, for
the puisne judges had to be as good men
as he who filled the position of Chicf -
Justice, because us judges they had the
same respousibilitics.  In England the
Chief Justice had important duties in
organising the work of judges in eon- |
nection with the circuits; but in the |
colonies the Chief Justice had no more |
duties to perform than the other judges,
and it was hardly fair that the puisne
judges should have lesser salaries than
that received by the Chief Justice.

M=r. MOSS said he would vote for the
schedule as printed. The salaries set
down for the judges were in fair com-
parison with that of the Chief Justice, but
the amounts on the schedule were less
than those paid in many other parts of
Australia. In New Zealand the Chief
Justice received £1,700 and the puisne
judges £1,500; nnd seeing the increased
duties the judges performed here, the
amount of increase was not out of propor-
tion with the amount of increase which
members of the bar were making. Whena
second puisne judge was appointed, he
believed a promise was made in the
House that the judges should go to the
large centres of population on circuit;
therefore he hoped the Government
would make provision so that circuit
courts could be held at those ccntres,
as this course would wean a great saving
to the country. He understeod £750 was
puid for witnesses in two murder cases
tried in Perth and Coolgardie; whereas, if
the judges were compelled to hold circuit
courts, there would be a large saving to
the colony in expenses now incurred.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH said he had oo
objection to the inerease in the salaries
of judges; but increase ought to bear
some relation to the circumstances. It
would be remembered there was an in-
crease last year in the salaries of the
judges ; and even if the motion of the
hon. memhber for Greraldton were now
accepted, it would mean an incrense of
£300 during the last two vears, They
ought to be in a position to meet further

inereases which would be required in con-
nection with the judges, owing to the
changiog circumstances of the colony.
In a community of 125,000, the position
of a judge or barrister was nothing like
the position of a judge or barrister in a |
colony with a population of a million. |
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They  hoped and expected  the colony
would incrense in population ; though he
did not think the prophecy would be ful-
filled, that within two years the popula-
tion weould number half-a-million, still
the larger population would force them
to increase the judges' salaries, or at
least increase the number of the judges.
So large an advance, following on the
advance of £100, was not in accordance
with the progress the country was
making. They were going in the right
direction, but on the present occasion, if
they gave an advance of £200, that was
ug much as the judges could reasonably
expect or reasounably ask members to
grant. It would be difficult to decrease
those salaries; for in other colonies,
when reductionsin the public service bad
become imperative, it was found impos-
sible to touch the salaries of judges.
The proposal of the Government was
going a little too fast and a little too far.
He thought the judges would be satisfied
with the advance provided in the amend-
ment of the hon. member for Geraldton,
and be felt it his duty to support that
amendment,

Question—That the item be so reduced
—put and negatived on the voices.

A division being called for, the result
was as follows:—

Ayes ... o 4
Noes 16
Mujority against 12
AYES. Noea.
My, Tllingworth Mr. Burt
Mr. Simpson Alr. Clarkson
Mr, Solomen Sir John Forrest
Br. George (Teller). Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Higham
Mr. James
Mr, Lefroy
Mr. Loton
Afr, Bloss
Mr. Phillips
Mr. Piesse
Ar. Randell
3r. Richardson
Mr, Venn
Mr.

Wood
5 Mr. Moran (Teller).

Awendment negatived.

Mz. GEORGE, in further moving fora
reduction, said he was quite certain a
number of members on the other side,
who bhad voted against the amendment,
had allowed considerations which they
should not have allowed to infuence
them. He moved that the salaries of
judges be reduced by £100 each. He
would take the items one by one.
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Question—Thattheitem * Chief Justice,
£1,700," be so reduced—put and nega-
tived.

Mr. GEORGE: Divide.

Trs CHAIRMAN : There is only one
voice,

Item passed.

Fifth Item, First Peuisne Judye, £1,400:

Mr. GEORGE moved that the item
“ First Puisne Judge, £1,400,” be reduced
by £100.

Amendment negatived ; item passed.

Mr. GEORGE moved that the salary
of the Chief Justice be reduced by £50.

Tue CHAIRMAN ruled that this
could not he done, as the item had been
passed.

Mg. GEORGE usked if he could not
move that the item, “ First Puisne Judge,
£1,400,” he reduged by £50.

Tre CHAIRMAN ruled against the
hon. member as to this item, and said
the question was one of a reasonable
amount. The committee had decided so
strongly against a decrease of £100, that
he did not think the hon. member could
now move as indicated.

Mz. GEQORGE said he did not think
the rnling was constitutional, but he
supposed he must bow to it. He further
moved that the item, * Second Puisne
Judge, £1,400,” Le reduced by £100.

Amendment put and vegatived.

Remaining ilems put and passed.

Schedule put :

Mr. GEORGE aguin moved that the
salary of the Chief Justice be reduced by
£50.

Tae CHAIRMAN ruled the amend-
ment was inadmissible, as wot being a
reasonable one, after the decisions of the
Committee,

Mr. GEORGE said that the ruling of
the Chair was very unconstitutional,

Schedule passed.

New clause (postponed) put and passed.

Preamble and title—agreed to.

Bill reported, with the further amend-
ments.

STREETS AND ROADSCLOSURE (GREEN-
MOUNT AND MARBLE BAR) BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAT: (Hon.
S. Burt), in moving the second reading,
said: This Bill has for its purpose the

Stieets and Roads Closure.

closing of certain streets and roads in the
Greenmount and Marble Bar distriets,
which are not now required. With re-
gard to Greenmount, I think the closure
is necessitated by the railway deviativns.
It is a good practice that, before roads
are closed, Parliamentary sunction should
be given to the procedure, so that hon.
memnbers may be able to express their
opinion as to whether that course should
be taken. I remember that great dis-
cussion took place two years ago upon
certain roads which the Governnient pro-
posed to close, but they did not get per-
mission to do so, and some of those roads
are now open. I beg to move the second
reading of this Bill.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF RATL-
WAYS (Hou. F. H. Piesse): Itis per-
haps unnecessary for me to add anything
to what the Attorney General has said in
regard to this Bill. The closing of the
ronds named in the Bill is only a formal
matter. One of the roads is wanted for
railway purposes, and bas already been
closed. T have laid plans on the table
showing the position of the roads referred
to, so that hon. members may look into the
matter for themselves before the Bill goes
into committee, No inconvenience will
be occasioned to the public owing to these
roads being closed, as proper arrange-
ments have been made for the deviation
of the thoroughfares, and also o preserve
the rights of those persons who might be
in any way affected by the operation of
this Bill.

Me. R. F. SHOLL: The Govern-
ment are adopting a system which is very
pernicious and dangerous with reference
to the closing of roads. When the Govern-
ment proposes to close roads, I think due
notice should be given to the public in a
local paper, as well as in the Government
(fazetle, which is very little read, and that
notice of what it is intended to do should
be served upon neighbouring landholders.
I do vot think the Government should
close roads withont giving the land-
owners any notice whatever. The pass-
ing of this Bill will place a very great
power in the hands of the Government,
I hope we shall, by resolution, if we cannot
do so by Bill, call upon the Government
to give notice in the way I have described,
whenever they mean to ¢lose a public
roud. There is another thing that might
be made more clear, and that isin regard
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to the boundaries.
better, in defining distances, to put the
measurements in chains mnstead of using
the words *degrees’ and “minuntes.”
[Ter Presier: Thoseare the bearings.]
‘Well, this may be very clear to a
surveyor, but everyone does not under-
stand 1t. I think that, as guardians
of the public interests, hon. mem-
bers should look closely into the matter
of closing of roads, and I am afraid
we do not look as closely as we ought
to do. We should take care that there
should be no injury to private interests.
The wpolices and the plans should be
published, and information given to
those who may he using the pertions
of the streets or roads which it is pro-
posed to close, :

THE ATTORNEY Ghl\hRAL The plans
are on the table.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL: The plans have
only just been laid upon the table.

Mr. GEORGE : I quite agreewith the
hon. member for the Gascoyne, that this
is a matter which the House should very
seripusly congider. I do not think we
ought to give any powers to the Govern-
ment which we wounld not give tn the
owners of private ruilways. Everyone
who bas any interest at all should be
given o full opportunity to see whether
his interest 15 likely to be seriously
affected. Tn Perth the Government have
taken possession of land and property,
and the tenants have been peremptorily
told to pay rent only to the Government,
s¢ that the owners of the property who
have been depending upon the rents can-
not get them.

THE COMMISSIOVER oF
That is not true.

Me. GEORGE: It is perfectly true,
and T will take no denisl about. it. In
the case of the roads named in the Bill,
there should have been full notice given
in the public press as well as in the
Government Gazette, and also notice to
owners of property in the localities of
those roads.

Tre Commissioner oF Ralcwavs:
There is no one living there.

Mr. GEORGE : 1 say it is most unjust
to close these rouds without notice,
whether there is anyone living there or
not. I am against giving any power in
this Bill which would not be given ina
private Bill.

RarmLways:

1 think it wounid be ;

(13 Avaeusr, 1896.]

_for attention to be called to it;
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Mr. CLARKSON: I agree with the
hon. members for the Gascoyne and the
Murray that, when roads are closed,
notice of the intention to do so should be
fullv given; but I believe the hon. mem-
bers are under a misappreliension in this
particular case, because I understand
that one of the roads veferred to in the
Bill has already been closed for the
Easteru Railway, and the other one bas
not been used.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest):
I beg to say that, while guite agreecing
with the principle enunciated by the hon,
members for the Gascoyne and the
Murray about notice being pgiven when
roads are to be closed, we do not do
things in a moment in this House. This
Bill cannot go through the House and be
passed into law without there being time
but, as a
matter of fact, these roads have already
been stopped up—t.hc one at Marble Bar
by szome buildings being erected upon it,
and the one at Greenmount, as we all
know, has heen taken up by a deviation
of the Eastern Railway. T think, there-
fore, that the House way let the Bill
pass. I may say, however, that I think
it is quite right that owners of land,
where roads are Lo be stopped, should
have notice, and no doubt my friend the
Commissioner of Railways will take a
note of the matter.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

FEDERAL COUNCIL REFERENCE BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
This little Bill has had some little
experience. Itis one of those Bills which
were laid aside last session by the Legis-
lative Council. The Government, in their
innocence, gave this Bill to a gentleman
representing  the Government in  the
Upper House as a privilege Bill. They
koew it was a very ivnocent Bill, and
that it was likely to be acccptable, but
the Legislative Council refused to have
anything to do with it, for some reason
or other, and it was laid aside. So the
(Glovernment, being represented on the
Federal Council, and wishing to conform
to what has heen done by other colonies
represented at the Federal Council, sub-
mit the Bill again this session to this
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House, in the hope that, if it be passed | New South Wales, not being represented.
by this House, then when it gets to | Then we had South Australia not appls-

another place those members will take a
more reasonable view of the matter.
Under the Federal Council Act, this
colony has to refer any questions that it
is desired the Federal Council shall deal
with, by passing a Bill for that purpose.
If the House does not do that, of course
it runs the risk of not having the mutter
considered by the Federal Council, be-
cause two colonies at least must enter a
subject together before it can be con-
sidered by that Council. Of these matters
that it is proposed to deal with at the
Federal Council, there is the very impor-
tunt one of the establishment of an effec-
tual system of federal quarantine; there
is the guestion of the status of joint stock
companies and other corporations iu the
colonies, also the question of the unifor-
mity of banking laws throughout Austra-
lasia, and there is the legislation for the
colonies on the lines of the Iimperial Act,
entitled the Infectious Diseases Act, pro-
viding precautions against and remedial
measures for tuberculosis. AWl these
matters are very important, and are sub-
jects upon which we very much want
federal action ; so that I am sorry for the
way in which this matter was treated by
the Upper House in the last session. I
suppose those members did not look upon
the importance of the measure, but
merely had some little grievances to deal
with. Tt seems to me that, if we could
get any joint federal action in regard to
these matters, it would be a good thing
indeed. I may say there is a better
chance of getting good legislation in the
Federal Council now than there used to be,
when the number of the members of the
Council was small. Under existing cir-
cumstances, there are 20 members in
the Federal Couneil—that is to say, four
colonies are represented, each having five
‘members—so that there will probably be
some very able men amongst those 20,
who would be able to bring a great deal
of important experience to bear upon
these subjects, and some good might

result. Of course hon. members know
that the Federal Council has not
been very much to the front. As

an institution it has not had much
life. It has suffered from a want of
vitality from the begiuning, owing, us the
principal reason, to one of the colonies,

ing to be represented last year, the
proposal that she should join the Federal
Council being lost by one vote. Thus it
comes to pass that only four of the
Australian colovies are represented in
the Federal Council; but I think that
perbaps South Australia will join, and
we may hope New South Wales will do
s0. I think that if this federation move-
ment does go forward, we may hope that
the other colonies will join the Federal
Couneil. T know that is the view ex-
pressed by Mr. Reid, Premier of New
South Wales; and there 1s no doubt that
if all the colonies of Australasia were
represented in the Federal Council, it
would be a very important body, and be
able to pass federal laws that would be of
the preatest good to the community.
That being so, Lam sure hon. members will
assent to this Bill, which will have the
effect of placing the matters named in it
before the Federal Council. At any
rate, it will show we are anxious that
some federal legislation should take
place. It is necessary, in order to keep
the Federal Council alive, that there
should be a meeting once every two years.
Of course, as hon. members are aware, it
is absolutely necessary, if the Federal
Council is to continue its existence, that
there should be a meeting next Januavy ;
and, if this Bill is passed, we shall then
have an opportunity of dealing with these
very pressing matters. At any rate,
we shall be prepared, and we shall have
the mandate from the Parlisinent of this
country to lay these questions before the
Federal Council. T have mueh pleasure
in moving the second reading of this
Bill.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

TN COMMITTEE :

The House having gone into conunittee
on the Bill :

Mr. GEORGE said he would like to
get an espression of opinion from the
Federal Council on the Asiatic question,
as to the adoption of a federal law relat-
ing to Chinese.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said it would ouly be possible to get a
uniform bill relating to Chinese through
the legislature of each of the colonies.
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That was too disputative a guestion for |

the Federal Council to deal with.

Mz. GEORGE said he did not want

to throw any difficulties in the way of
the Federal Bl.ll and he would withdraw
his suggestion.

Bill passed through committee without
amendment, and reported to the House.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 2 o'clock,

p.m.. until the next Tuesday.
Legislative Assembly,

Tuesday, I8th August, 1896.

Motions: Lenve of nbsence—Post Office Suvings Bank
Bill ;: Brst reading—Crimingl Evidence Bill ; first
rending—NMlotion : Inquiries into milwnﬁ collisions
—-Federal Council Reference Bill: third reading—
Constitution Act Amendmient Bill : re-committod—
Married Women's Property Act Amendment Bill :
second‘ reading ; in comnuttee—Bnnkruptc'v Act

t Bill:
Bill :

Statutory Declaration set.ond remlmg—

Adjonmment.

Tue SPEAKER took the chair at 430
o'clock, p.m.

PraYERS,

MOTIONS—LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On the motion of the PREMIER, leave
of absence for one fortnight was granted
to the member for East Kimberley (Mr.
Connor).

On the motion of Mr. ILLIN6WORTH,
leave of absence for one fortnight was
granted to the members for Albavy (Mr.
Leake), and Pilbarra (Mr. Keep).

POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANK BILL.

Introduced by the PrEMIER, and read |
a first time.

(18 Avausr, 1896.]

e W
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CRIMINAL EVIDENCE BILL.

Introduced by MR, James, and read a
first time,

. MOTION—INQUIRIES INTO RAILWAY
COLLISIONS.

Mr. RANDELT, in accordance with
notice, moved *“That this House is of
opinion that the minutes and evidence,
" or, at least, the results of the depart.
mental inquiries into the recent collisions
on the railways, should be laid on the
tuble of the House.” He said his desire
in submitting this motion was to afford
tbe Commissioner of Railways an oppor-
tunity of removing the alarm from the
public mind which had been caused by
recent accidents or collisions on the rail-
way. and to enable the Commissioner to
state what action the Government were
taking for inquiring thoroughly into the
causes of recent railway accidents, and
for preventing their recurrence. A public
opportunity, such as that afforded by
this motion, would e¢nable the Commis-
sioner, if he so desired, to make an
authoritative statement on the subject
which might have a distinctly reassuring
effect.

Tee COMMISSIONER OF RATL.
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Picsse) said no
doubt the hou. member for Perth was
prompied by a desire to obtain all par-
ticulars as to the reasons or causes of
certain accidents which had taken place
recently on the railway. It was pretty well
known' there had been one or two acci-
dents lately which certainly had alarmed
the public mind ; but, with the exception
of the unfortunate accident a1 Lion Mill,
on the Eastern line, there had been no
loss of life. The recent accident at the
Midland Junction was one which he was
abont to inquire into, commencing on the
next day. With reference to the accident
at the Lion Mill, as he had pointed out
hefore, a conference of officers of the
department had been dealing with that
matter, and an inguiry had also been
made into the circumstances, with the
result that certain resolutions were arrived
at in that conference, and effect had been
since given to them. He would read, for
the information of the House, the reso.
lutions agreed to at that conference.
The conference was held on Wednesday,
i 15th July, 1896, and there were present




